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INTRODUCTION
by Danny Yong, Kiniacademy



● Training arm of Malaysiakini
● Journalism training
● Investigative reporting
● ASEAN collaborations



● The Institute for War & Peace 
Reporting (IWPR) is an international 
network of organisations 
headquartered in London with 
coordinating offices in Washington, 
DC and Amsterdam. 

● IWPR supports local reporters, citizen 
journalists and civil society activists in 
countries in conflict, crisis and 
transition. 

The Sponsor



● To engage journalists from same reporting desk from 
ASEAN and Timor-Leste to connect on ASEAN topics

● To create a sustainable community of ASEAN and 
Timor-Leste journalists, experts, universities, civil 
societies/NGOs to discuss the major ASEAN issues 

Aims of SEAFORE



SEAFORE Structure 

Three (3) components:
● Masterclass Series 
● Reporting Project
● Forum www.seafore.org



Masterclass 4 Speakers 

Dr Thanh Hai Do

Director of the Center for 
Information and Analysis at 
the East Asia Institute of the 
Diplomatic Academy of 
Vietnam

Ahmad Almaududy 
Amri, Ph.D

Diplomat, Legal Adviser at 
the Office of the President of 
the UN General Assembly, 
75th Session

Ristian Atriandi 
Supriyanto

Doctoral Candidate at 
Strategic & Defence Studies 
Centre, Coral Bell School of 
Asia Pacific Affairs, ANU 
College of Asia & the Pacific.

Dr.Asyura Salleh

Co-Founder, Global
Awareness and Alliance
(GAIA)



Some Housekeeping Rules

● Please keep mics on MUTE
● We encourage you to leave your video ON
● Submit questions and comments via CHAT BOX
● This session is being RECORDED



Poll Results



1) As a journalist, how often do you cover issues relating to maritime 
security?



2) How familiar are you with the legal dimension of maritime 
     security threats?



3) How important is the domain of maritime security in your country?



4) In your opinion, what is the biggest maritime security issue in 
your country? 



5) To what degree does your country collaborate with other Southeast 
Asian countries to ensure regional maritime security?



KEYNOTE PRESENTATION:
By Dr. Asyura Salleh



Overview

● The maritime world
● Different zones, different threats
● The main players
● Framing maritime security in the media
● What matters?



The Maritime World



The Maritime World



The Maritime World



Different zones, different threats



The Main Players



The Main Players



Framing Maritime Security in the Media

● Maritime security is an extension of developments on 
land

● Whole-of-society, bottom-up view
● Maritime security does not just take place amongst 

policymakers and high level debate, but is equally 
important to coastal communities, economy, and the 
underwater animals

● Incorporate agenda-setting



What Matters?

● Create policy- and people-relevant knowledge; deconstruct 
jargon

● Maritime security has to do with basic human security 
needs and desires

● Your future is dependent on the sea
● Empathy and compassion creates relevance



Thank you!



Session 1:
By Ristian Atriandi Supriyanto 



The Geo-strategic 
Dimension of Maritime 

Security in Southeast Asia



Guiding questions
1. Why is geo-strategy relevant to maritime security? 
2. How is geo-strategy related to defence and military 

issues? 
3. What are the main defence and military issues in 

Southeast Asia’s maritime security? 
4. Why and how should the media keep pace with and 

report on these issues?  



Geo-strategy and maritime security

                  Image: NASA/Google Earth

Geo-strategy is 
“the geographic direction of a 
country’s foreign policy” 
“where a state concentrates its 
efforts by projecting military 
power and diplomatic resources 
(to secure its maritime 
domain)”
Jakub Grygiel (2006)

South China Sea: the military 
and diplomatic efforts to gain 
and maintain access and control 
of the sea and any features 
therein



China’s 9-dash line

Maritime security:
The condition in which other 
countries accept China’s 
access to and control of the 
area within the line

Geo-strategy:
China’s use of military and 
diplomatic resources to make 
other countries accept its 
access to and control of the 
area within the line

Image: ArcGis/ANU



Image: marineregions.org  

Not just China!



Geo-strategy in defence & 
military issues

Image: CNN 



Maritime strategy 

Sea control: the ability to use the 
sea and to deny others from 
using it

Military objectives:
Defend access & control this 
ability, e.g. military fortifications 
and exercises
Deny others same access & 
control
“Grey-zone” tactics:
Use of non-military assets for 
defence/military purposes

Photo: M Risyal Hidayat/Antara Foto Agency/Reuters



Major shipping routes

Image: MarineTraffic.com 



Image: 
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/freedom-navigation

-south-china-sea-practical-guide

US Freedom 
of Navigation 

Operations 
(FONOPs)



Defence and military issues

Maritime boundary 
disputes
Military competition & 
arms race
Nuclear proliferation 
and contamination

Maritime poaching
Piracy and sea 
robbery
Maritime terrorism

Government Non-government



Australia-UK- 
USA (AUKUS)

Image: Rebel Pepper/Radio Free Asia 



Critiques of AUKUS
Malaysia
“the establishment of AUKUS 
could lead to the escalation of 
arms race in the 
region...potentially spark 
tension among the world 
superpowers, and aggravate 
aggression between them in 
the region, particularly in the 
South China Sea”

Indonesia
“Indonesia takes note 
cautiously of the Australian 
Government's decision to 
acquire nuclear-powered 
submarines” and is “deeply 
concerned over the continuing 
arms race and power 
projection in the region.”



Scrutinise details!
Additional:
1. Question the basis of “arms race”
2. Discover Australian motivations
3. Explore risks of “nuclear proliferation”



Image: Clive Goddard. 
https://www.cartoonstock.com/cartoon?searchID=CS170311 

Reporting on 
defence and 

military issues



Submarine arms 
race in the Pacific?
2009 : yellow
2025 : red

2010 estimates: the largest 
increase will be China, adding 
18 boats (not vessel/ships!) to 
78 in total by 2025

Does AUKUS trigger arms race 
or is China’s geo-strategy that 
sparks Australia to initiate 
AUKUS?  

Image: The Heritage Foundation (2010)



Image: Arcadio Esquivel.  
https://cartoonmovement.com/cartoon/submarines-deal

Australia vs 
France Sub Deal 

2016



SSN

SSBN

SSN

SSN

Image: John Carter, US Navy. 
https://slideplayer.com/slide/14423092/



Long-range 
land-attack cruise 
missiles (LACM)

Nuclear warhead?

Tomahawk 

American-made
Range: 1,300 
kilometres
Speed: 890 km/h 
(max.)

Image: Raytheon 



Conclusions
1. Geo-strategy explains a state’s policies to gain 

access and control of maritime domain
2. Geo-strategy explains the defence and military focus 

of maritime security 
3. Defence and military encompass state and non-state 

issues, but the 2 can blur
4. Knowledge of geo-strategy can add depth to 

understanding and reporting of defence and military 
issues



Epilogue: some caveats
1. Please don’t consult “Global Fire Power 

Index” for military statistics. Instead: IISS or 
SIPRI.

2. Be mindful of military jargons and lexicons 
that can deceive you. SSN = peaceful use of 
nuclear energy? 

3. Read “between the lines” and listen to the 
“silence” 



Thank you!



BREAK



Session 2:
By Ahmad Almaududy Amri, Ph.D 













































































Thank you!



Session 3:
By Dr Thanh Hai Do







PANEL DISCUSSION/ Q&A



CLOSING
By Danny Yong, Kiniacademy


