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INTRODUCTION
by Danny Yong, Kiniacademy



● Training arm of Malaysiakini
● Journalism training
● Investigative reporting
● ASEAN collaborations



● The Institute for War & Peace 
Reporting (IWPR) is an international 
network of organisations 
headquartered in London with 
coordinating offices in Washington, 
DC and Amsterdam. 

● IWPR supports local reporters, citizen 
journalists and civil society activists in 
countries in conflict, crisis and 
transition. 

The Sponsor



● To engage journalists from same reporting desk from 
ASEAN and Timor-Leste to connect on ASEAN topics

● To create a sustainable community of ASEAN and 
Timor-Leste journalists, experts, universities, civil 
societies/NGOs to discuss the major ASEAN issues 

Aims of SEAFORE



SEAFORE Structure 

Three (3) components:
● Masterclass Series 
● Reporting Project
● Forum www.seafore.org



Masterclass 7 Speakers 

Dr Eduardo C. Tadem
Convenor of the Program on 
Alternative Development, 
University of the Philippines 
Center for Integrative and 
Development Studies 
(UPCIDS AltDev)

Dr Welyne Jeffrey 
Jehom

Senior Lecturer, Department 
of Anthropology and 
Sociology, Universiti Malaya

Dr. Khoo Ying Hooi

Senior Lecturer, Department 
of International And 
Strategic Studies, Universiti 
Malaya

Zakiah Koya

Senior Journalist, Journalist, 
Writer, Editor and Producer



Some Housekeeping Rules

● Please keep mics on MUTE
● We encourage you to leave your video ON
● Submit questions and comments via CHAT BOX
● This session is being RECORDED



Pre-Poll Results















Resistance:
Media’s Struggle To Report It As It Is

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION:
Zakiah Koya





RESISTANCE:
MEDIA'S STRUGGLE 
TO REPORT IT AS IT IS

Zakiah Koya
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What is the
Resistance?

2

SOCIAL

ECONOMIC POLITICAL



What is the 
Struggle?

Getting news and 
information to the 
masses - local and 
global
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What is the intimidation?

       4

1 3 5

42

Threats
Subtle 

Coercion Annihilation

Bullying Force
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Countries in 
This Region 
Facing the 
Dilemma of 
Media 
Struggling 
to Report 
Resistance:



Countries with Massive Resistance 
with Major Struggle for Media 
Reporting Resistance:
▸ Myanmar
▸ Philippines
▸ Indonesia
▸ Thailand
▸ Singapore
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Power to the People: 
Democracy, Civil Society and 
Resistance in Southeast Asia

TODAY’S MASTERCLASS
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Speakers
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Dr. Khoo Ying Hooi
Understanding Protests 

and Movements of 
Resistance 

Dr Eduardo C. Tadem
Southeast Asian Civil Society 

Engagement With The 
ASEAN Process: Challenges 

and Alternatives

Dr Welyne Jeffrey Jehom
The Art of Resistance: Protest 

And Visual Culture
 in Southeast Asia 



Session 1:
Dr Khoo Ying Hooi

Understanding Protests and 
Movements of Resistance 



Historical Perspective (Global)

• The rise of democratic representation in the US and England in the late 
1700s: social movements are highly associated with democratic societies. 

• Late 19th to 20th centuries (the industrial and post-industrial eras): 
democratic societies and the process of democratization and in authoritarian 
societies (Tilly, 2004).

• Mid-1970s: emotional and psychological approach to rational and organized 
manner (research on collective action). 



Regional Perspective 

• Southeast Asia: heterogeneous identity, diverse historical and geopolitical 
circumstances (a wide range of political structures and institutional polity).  

• Late 1990s (Asian financial crisis): the fall of some authoritarian regimes 
(Indonesia and the Philippines). 

• The waves of Arab Spring and the Occupy Wall Street in the 2010s: renewed with 
developments from small-scale mobilization to mass movements (political and 
democratic reforms, issues such as minorities, environment, and human rights). 

• Old political establishments <> emergence of opposition forces and civil society.

• Similar levels but different styles of state repression: generate different kinds of 
opportunities for social activism (Caraway 2006) and different activist cultures 
(Boudreau 2004). 

• With an increasing inter-penetration between civil society and the institutional 
system (Cohen & Arato, 1992; Keck & Sikkink, 1998; McAdam & Scott, 2005), 
questions move to: the concrete relation between social activists and other 
institutional actors (including the state) and the actual role of social movements 
in social and political change. 



Concepts
Social movement 

Social movement organization (SMO)

Political movement

Protest movement

Revolutionary movement

Civil disobedience

Civil resistance 

Civil society

NGOs etc



Social Movements by 
Charles Tilly

Campaign (making 
claims)

Repertoire (how to 
express?) 

worthiness, unity, 
numbers, 

commitment (WUNC) 
(*diversity)



Social movement theory is an 
interdisciplinary study within the 

social sciences that seeks to explain:

1. why social mobilization occurs, 
2. the forms under which it manifests, 

3. potential social, cultural, and 
political consequences.  



Evolution of Social Movement Theory

• Collective action and identity theory: social psychology of collective behavior (McCarthy & 
Zald, 2009, p. 193; cf. Calhoun, 1994; Cohen, 1985; Melucci, 1995).

• Resource mobilization theory: strategic behavior and rational choices of conscious actors, 
notably in the early work of Mayer Zald and Charles Tilly (Freeman, 1979; Jenkins, 1983; 
McCarthy & Zald, 1977). 

• The political process theory focuses on the political and institutional environment in which 
social actors operate (McAdam 1982; Tilly, 1978).

• New social movement theory highlights the structural origins of social conflict (Melucci, 
1989, 1996; Touraine, 1981). 

• These approaches give answers to questions on the structural conditions and pre-requisites 
for the emergence of collective action, the cultural and symbolic production of meaning and 
identity, the role of political and economic regimes, and the availability or non-availability of 
organizational and individual resources.



Resource Mobilization Theory

• There is no automatic relationship between mass mobilization and a movement’s success.   

• Its focus is on the organization (on the larger structures), rationality, planning and institutional 
involvements in social movements.

• The actions of members and participants are rational.

• Strongly influenced by institutionalized power imbalances and conflicts of interest. These power 
imbalances are sufficient to generate grievances that lead to the mobilization of social 
movement’s intent on changing the distribution of resources and organization.

• Centralized and formally structured social movements more effectively mobilize resources and 
achieve goals of change than decentralized and informal social movements.

• The success of social movements is heavily influenced by group strategy and the political climate.



Political Process Theory

• Includes analysis of external environment, the broader economic and political context.

• Movements exploit social structural opportunities. 

• The idea is that certain members of society feel like they are being mistreated or that 
somehow the system is unjust. 



Popular access to the political system The availability of allies

Divisions within the elite State repression

Political Opportunity 
Structures (POS) by Doug 

McAdam (2004)



POS can constrain or expand the field of 
collective action in four ways: 

• They expand the group’s own 
opportunities.

• They expand opportunities for others.

• Create opportunities for opponents.

• Create opportunities for elites.





Mediating  
Message

• Activists need the news media to convey messages to 
wider audiences. 

• The quality of the message depends on the way the 
protest event is represented by the media (how it is 
“framed”). 

• Media coverage can help marginalized actors set a 
social and political agenda. But how often does it help?

• Framing task of the activists: Social movements must 
frame injustices to convince as wide an audience as 
possible

a. That a problem exists

b. Collective efforts at redress are efficacious



Bias in 
Reporting

• Which protests get covered?

Selection Bias

• How is protest described?

Description Bias

• Organizational Factors (media routine affect 
coverage, generalists)

• Structural Factors (advertising avenue, 
capitalist system)

• Ideological Factors (public interest, reporting 
supports existing power arrangements)

Explaining Bias 



Conclusion

• Interdisciplinary reporting.

• Changes in public policy.

• Social movements and democratization. 

• Protest is not all just marching in the street.



BREAK



Session 2:
Dr Welyne Jeffrey Jehom

The Art of Resistance:
Protest And Visual Culture

in Southeast Asia



Art
Art has power. Impactful art has the power to do more than just grab the 

audience’s attention. It can send global messages of statement and solidarity, 

resonating with people around the world. The intersection of art and activism has 

always existed, through protest art to shared messages of hope through graffiti 

and street art .

(Jordan Dyck, Feb 23, 2021, 

https://www.shutterstock.com/blog/art-activism-history)



Art and Activism
Activism is the challenge of changing power relations. There are countless ways of 
engaging in activism and being an activist, but the goal of activism is action in 
order to create an effect.

Art, on the other hand, is quite broad. It’s hard to describe art as it can take on so 
many physical and emotional forms. But, the goal of art has always been to evoke 
a certain meaning or feeling by the viewer or participant. Therefore, art activism 
combines the creative skills of the arts to emotionally connect us to a form of 
activism where the goal is some sort of social change. 

(Jordan Dyck, Feb 23, 2021, 
https://www.shutterstock.com/blog/art-activism-history)



Interpretations

The submission pf Prince Dipo Negoro 
to General De Kock, Nicolaas 
Pieneman (c. 1830-35)

The Arrest of Pangeran Diponegoro, Raden Saleh (1857)



Interesting websites
Art Institute Chicago: 
https://www.artic.edu/highlights/28/art-activism

Jordan Dyck, Feb 23, 2021, 
https://www.shutterstock.com/blog/art-activism-history

Powerful art activism
https://www.ted.com/playlists/476/powerful_art_activism

https://www.artic.edu/highlights/28/art-activism
https://www.shutterstock.com/blog/art-activism-history
https://www.ted.com/playlists/476/powerful_art_activism


Art of Resistance
Most of the political life of subordinate groups is to be found neither in the overt 
collective defiance of powerholders nor in complete hegemonic compliance, but in 
the vast territory between these two polar opposites’ (Scott 1985: 136).

Scott, J. C. (1985). Weapons of the weak: everyday forms of resistance. New 

Haven and London, Yale University Press.

Scott, J. C. (1992). Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden Transcripts. 

New Haven and London, Yale University Press.





Confession of Oil Palm



Confession of Oil Palm



Shaq Koyok Advocating for the Orang Asli

No one ever ask, what is the significant of painting on the woven mat.





https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/501027

Example of write up on Shaq Koyok’s 
exhibition at National Art Gallery

Malaysian indigenous artist Shaq Koyok pays 
tribute to Mah Meri cultural activist

https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/culture/2
020/06/29/malaysian-indigenous-artist-shaq-k
oyok039s-mural-pays-tribute-to-mah-meri-cult
ural-activist

https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/501027


Art as Activism
“The visual language that art creates is a powerful way to start 
a conversation, open people's eyes and to begin a movement. 
The goal that Shaq strives to accomplish is the equality of the 
Orang Asli along with the preservation of their lands and 
culture. He urges people to have respect and to see that we are 
all human living on one planet we must share. The history and 
traditions of the Orang Asli should be taught in schools so that 
awareness can be spread and cause the inequality towards 
them to diminish” 
- Olivia Allen (Event Planner & Designer, Apr 7, 2019) – Linkedin





Collaborating with Art Activist for Activism





https://www.thesundaily.my/style-life/feature/soul-artist-
DC8150126



https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/culture/2020/09/27/
orang-asli-artist-leny-pencils-a-beautiful-world-of-portrai
ts-inspired-by-her-temuan-roots



No one ever ask why different flowers and what does each flower symbolizes?



Various art and activism
Communicating new perspectives, questioning the 
status quo, speaking out about beliefs, and 
inspiring others to take action—art and activism 
often share some of the same underlying 
motivations. 

Photos: 
https://www.artic.edu/highlights/28/art-activism

https://www.artic.edu/highlights/28/art-activism


Various art and activism
The political world is a cultural world. And, there’s 
plenty of space for artists to make their mark. Art is no 
longer limited to museums and galleries. It’s all around 
us. Activism is no longer simply outside parliament. It’s 
online, it’s shared on our phones. The ability to share 
art and activism digitally means that it’s safer and 
more familiar for brands, audiences, and artists to 
have a public voice and opinion in this space.

https://www.shutterstock.com/blog/art-activism-histo
ry 

https://www.shutterstock.com/blog/art-activism-history
https://www.shutterstock.com/blog/art-activism-history


Session 3:
Dr Eduardo C. Tadem

Southeast Asian Civil Society 
Engagement With The ASEAN Process: 

Challenges and Alternatives



Southeast Asian Civil Society 
Engagement with the ASEAN 
Process: Challenges and 
Alternatives

Eduardo C. Tadem, Ph.D.
University of the Philippines
Center for Integrative and Development Studies

Masterclass 7: POWER TO THE PEOPLE: 
DEMOCRACY, CIVIL SOCIETY AND RESISTANCE IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA      11 December 2021



Introduction
● Southeast Asian civil society sees 

the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) as failing 
to address the issues and 
concerns of SEAsian peoples

● ASEAN is seen as elite-centered 
and market-centered

● Decisions are made that are 
non-participatory

● The Asean Civil Society 
Conference/Asean Peoples’ Forum’s 
(ACSC/APF) engagement with the 
ASEAN process has been unfruitful

● Some civil society groups propose a 
new peoples’ regional integration 
process

66



Background on ASEAN

Brunei Darussalam joined 
ASEAN on 7 January 1984, 
followed by Viet Nam on 28 July 
1995, Lao PDR and Myanmar on 
23 July 1997, and Cambodia on 
30 April 1999, making up what 
is today the ten Member States 
of ASEAN.

The Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, or ASEAN, was 
established on 8 August 1967 in 
Bangkok, Thailand, with the 
signing of the ASEAN 
Declaration (Bangkok 
Declaration) by its Founding 
Fathers: Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Singapore and 
Thailand.
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ASEAN Aims
• accelerate the economic growth, social progress and cultural 

development in the region 

• promote regional peace and stability 

• promote active collaboration and mutual assistance on matters of 
common interest

• provide assistance to each other in the form of training and research 
facilities

• collaborate more effectively to encourage further growth in the 
agriculture, industry, and trade sectors

• promote Southeast Asian studies; and
• maintain close and beneficial cooperation with existing international 

and regional organisations
68



• Mutual respect for the independence, sovereignty, equality, 
territorial integrity, and national identity of all nations;

• The right of every State to lead its national existence free from 
external interference, subversion or coercion;

• Non-interference in the internal affairs of one another;
• Settlement of differences or disputes by peaceful manner;
• Renunciation of the threat or use of force; and
• Effective cooperation among themselves.

ASEAN Fundamental Principles 
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in 
Southeast Asia (TAC) of 1976
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The ASEAN Civil Society/ASEAN 
Peoples’ Forum (ACSC/APF)
● ACSC/APF (formed in 2005) is the 

main forum for CSO engagement 
with ASEAN

● Constituencies – the working class, 
the peasantry, urban poor, fisher 
folk, women, children, LGBTQIA+ 
community, indigenous peoples, 
older persons, employees, 
professionals, students, persons 
with disabilities, and migrants.

● Engagement, however, has been 
frustrating and unproductive

● An internal ACSC/APF Ten-Year Review 
(2005-2015) concludes that “ASEAN and its 
member governments have been seen to 
be more comfortable with the private 
sector and academic and research think 
tanks than with civil society” and that 
“individual ASEAN member countries have 
consistently resisted and vacillated with 
regards civil society participation and 
engagement”
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The ACSC/APF Engagement with ASEAN

ACSC/APF Statements
● 2016 – Lack of attention to CSO 

concerns & recommendations
● 2015 & 2017 – development 

paradigm breeds inequalities
● 2019 – ASEAN rhetorics
● 2020 – Dominance of political 

elites & corporate oligarchies
● 2021 – state authoritarianism, 

repression & exploitation

● Lack of popular participation
● Rising inequalities
● Weakening democracies
● Human rights deficits
● Elite-centered development 

policies
● Lack of regional identity
● Weak social protection
● Gender inequalities
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ASEAN attitude towards civil society

● ASEAN defines CSOs as those 
that “promote, enhance, 
strengthen, help, & realize 
ASEAN aims & objectives”

● Civil society participation is 
ASEAN activities seen as a 
“privilege & opportunity” 
rather than a right

In contrast, UNDP and the OECD 
define CSOs as “voluntary 
organizations with governance and 
direction coming from citizens or 
constituency members, without 
significant government-controlled 
participation or representation”
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ACSC/APF Ambivalence on ASEAN

● ACSC/APF’s apparent misunderstanding and confusion about 
the real nature of the ASEAN project

● Some CSOs continue to be ambivalent about ASEAN; still 
willing  to give the regional grouping the benefit of the doubt

● Internal debate about whether engagement with ASEAN 
should continue in the same form 

● But the push for an alternative regional process has been 
gaining momentum
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Rethinking engagement with ASEAN
● 2017 ACSC/APF Statement– “develop and adopt a new vision for 

engagement by civil society with ASEAN based on greater people to people 
interactions that will establish, expand and strengthen a new peoples’ 
regional integration process based on the alternative practices of peoples, 
networks, and organizations across the region’s societies.”

● 2019 ACSC/APF Statement – “Given that years of ACSC/APF engagement 
with the official ASEAN process have been met with lack of attention to the 
recommendations raised, resulting “in minimal outcomes in the 
substantive improvement in the lives of our people,” …. undertake a 
process for an alternative peoples’ regional integration based on the 
alternative practices of communities, sectors, and networks.” 
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Initiating an alternative regional 
integration process
● University of the Philippines Center for Integrative and Development 

Studies, Program on Alternative Development (UP CIDS AltDev) 
● AltDev’s main objectives are “(1) to look at alternative paradigms, 

policies, practices, and projects that are largely marginalized and 
excluded from the mainstream and (2)  to bring these alternatives out of 
the margins and into the mainstream and level the playing field so that 
they may be regarded on an equal footing with dominant discourses and 
thus offer alternatives to the existing system.” 

● UP CIDS AltDev, which co-sponsored and hosted the 2017 ACSC/APF, 
initiated the process of setting up an alternative regional integration 
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Initiating an alternative regional 
integration process
● The starting point was to acknowledge that Southeast Asian peoples and 

communities have been engaged in alternative, heterodox, and 
non-mainstream practices that encompass economic, political, and 
socio-cultural aspects. 

● These alternative practices and interactions are seen as the building 
blocks for an alternative model of regionalism. 

● Popular practices also constitute a rich trove of empirical data to be 
distilled, subjected to the test of comparisons, and conceptualized and 
developed into a paradigm, a narrative, a framework, a theory, and a guide 
to action.
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Initiating an alternative regional 
integration process
● Economic alternative practices - social enterprises, producer 

cooperatives and communities engage in exchanges on the 
technologies of food production systems that are environmentally 
friendly and sustainable. 

● Political alternative practices - informal and formal networks of civil 
society organizations and social movements have been operating for 
decades

● Social alternative practices - self-help groups and local networks 
have coordinated their social protection activities. 

● Cultural alternative practices - visual artists and other performers 
have been networking through regional events that showcase the 
richness, diversity, and historical depth of SEAsia’s creative arts. 
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“Resolution on Alternative Regional 
Integration for Southeast Asian Peoples”  
(Asean Peoples’ Forum 2020). 

● Southeast Asian peoples’ grassroots 
communities, have, many years, been 
engaged in alternative, heterodox, and 
non-mainstream practices.

● APF shall adopt a new vision for 
engagement by civil society with ASEAN 
based on people-to-people interactions 
rather than state-to-state relations or 
purely market-oriented interactions.

● This new vision shall lead to the 
establishment of a new peoples’ 
regional integration process.

● The new SEAsian peoples’ regional 
integration shall be based on the 
alternative practices of peoples, 
networks, and organizations across the 
region’s societies. 
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Concrete Outcomes

1. Documentation & field research of 
60 case studies of alternative 
practices in SE Asia 

2. Three regional conferences in Nov. 
2018, in Oct. 2019, and in Nov. 2021. 
Most of the participants were 
practitioners from SEAsian 
grassroots communities and CSOs 
who are part of the ACSC/APF 
network. 

3. A people-to-people exchange 
activity was held on July 21-26, 
2019 in West Java and Jakarta, 
Indonesia hosted by the 
Konfederasi Pergerakan 
Rakyat Indonesia 
(Confederation of Indonesian 
People’s Movements -KPRI). 

79



Future activities
● Alternative learning and training programs based on grassroots 

needs; 
● Mobilizing the alternative practices, regional interactions and the 

communities and organizing joint actions and initiatives; 
● Replication of the alternative practices for mainstreaming
● A regional mechanism based on the interactions and cooperative 

practices between these alternative practices; and,
● Conceptualizing and making sense of the practices and developing 

new paradigms and strategies of development
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Conclusion
● The real challenge facing regional CSO networks lies beyond the 

established ASEAN process 
● Firmly linked with grassroots initiatives and the creative practices of 

peoples struggling to carve a better and more dignified future life for 
their families and communities. 

● Principles of solidarity, collectivism, social equality, cooperation, 
mutual benefit, and the commons. 

● The judicious and responsible use of human and natural resources
● Trust in the collective wisdom and resilience of peoples and their 

ability to overcome all obstacles . 
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PANEL DISCUSSION/ Q&A



CLOSING
By Danny Yong, Kiniacademy


